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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


Asst. Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Applicant hereby submits the enclosed cited art, along with 
PTO Form SB-08. These items are being submitted before any 
substantive examination; therefore, no fee is due. 

All three submitted items apparently were created by Joseph 
Saracione. The Examiner is requested to note that in the 2 000 
advertisement, the picture clearly shows a stand-alone display 
device, with all three digital readouts. 

However, in the 6,258,103 patent (filed in 2000), no such 
display device is illustrated; and, to the best of the 
undersigned attorney's knowledge after a careful review of the 
text, no such stand-alone display device is mentioned or 
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discussed, anywhere in the specification or claims. Instead, the 
stand-alone display is replaced entirely by the three small 
single-axis digital readouts, mounted directly on the three 
orthogonal arms of the manipulator itself. These are shown in 
FIGS. 3 and 4 by callout numbers 220, 222, and 224, and they are 
described at column 11, lines 33-46, and column 21, lines 45-51. 

That arrangement, shown and described in Saracione's '103 
patent, is important, because anyone who uses this type of 
equipment, in a procedure on a lab animal, absolutely must be 
able to read the digital values on all three scales, at any given 
moment during a procedure on an animal. That functional and 
operational requirement is absolutely crucial and essential, to 
proper use of the device . 

In view of that factor, the "best mode requirement" moves 
into the forefront, and demands attention. If Mr. Saracione knew 
or even contemplated, on the day his application was filed, that 
having all three digital values displayed on a stand-alone 
digital readout device (rather than having three different 
displays mounted directly on the three arms of the manipulator) 
was indeed the "best mode" of carrying out that essential aspect 
of the invention, then Mr. Saracione was subject to an absolute, 
binding, mandatory obligation to disclose that best mode, in his 
application. 

However, he did not take that approach, at all. Instead, the 
"best mode" he disclosed used three different single-axis 
readouts, mounted in three different locations, on the arms of 
his manipulator. 

That was fine, for Mr. Saracione's purposes. However, in 
this current pending application, the Applicants herein went in a 
different direction. As it turned out, by going in a direction 
different from the teachings of Saracione's '103 patent, the 
Applicants herein did two things. First, they created an 
important commercial success, which led to the widespread 
adoption and use of their instruments as a new standard 
throughout the neurology research community, rather than being 
limited to just a small number of research labs. Second, they 
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created a foundation that subsequently led to an even better and 
more important invention, involving manipulator arms that can be 
rotated and tilted in controlled and accurately measured ways; by 
creating and developing their dedicated display device with 
additional embedded software that can provide calculated adjusted 
orthogonal values despite the angular displacements, they enabled 
and created a highly important advance in the art, which could 
not be accomplished by the system taught by Saracione's '103 
patent. This factor should be regarded as an important "secondary 
consideration" by the Examiner. 

Finally, with regard to the two cited advertisements, it 
should be noted that (to the best of the Applicants' knowledge 
and belief) the two companies listed in those ads (Saracione-Hill 
Instruments, and its successor, Cartesian Research, Inc.) are no 
longer in business. 


Respectfully submitted. 


Patrick D. Kelly 



Attorney for Applicants 


Reg. No. 30,650 
11939 Manchester #403 
St. Louis, MO 63131 
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